
Aardehuis worked with Transtition 
Town Deventer as their local 
expert group on the Transition 
toward Sustainable Building. 
In return, TT Deventer provided a 
platform for promotion, meetings 
and workshops… 



…like this well-attended one 
on Rocket Mass Heaters, by 
professional mass heater 
designer and builder Sjang 
van Daal. 



Even in its 
conceptual 
phase the 
project drew a 
lot of attention 
from local to 
national media 
and abroad. 

A regional broadcasting 
company even made a a 
55 minute documentary, 
footage being shot over 
the span of nearly 2 years.  



As for the needs of electricity, the building site was self-sufficient. 

The energy needed for transport was greatly reduced by the project’s policy, that 
building materials would ideally be ‘harvested’ within a radius of 50 kilometres. 



Even during the building phase, promoting biodiversity has been a point of 
interest, as a prelude to the permaculture design which is now implemented 
on all of the common areas between and next to the houses.  



Creating a green roof in a low-tech way, by means of grass-seeded 
compost-filled onion bags. 



12 of the 23 houses are constructed in 
‘Earthship’-style: supporting walls 
consist of rammed earth in casings of 
used car tyres, providing massive 
‘earth batteries’ for storing passive 
solar energy heat. Thus, the houses 
need only a minimum of additional 
heating in winter time. 



The other 11 homes plus the community centre are straw bale buildings. 
Both building techniques have been a magnet to ecobuilding enthousiasts 
and students alike from 27 countries world-wide. 



Party time! A building site is a wonderful playground 
when after a long day the work is done. 



But also during working hours, the 
opportunity of having fun is never 
far away when building with earth. 



One of the project’s success factors 
is that some people always had their 
rose coloured glasses within reach 
when faced with opposition from 
the conservative world of 
professional builders.  
‘You can’t’ got as a standard reply, 
‘We’re going to do it anyway’. 
 
And so we did.  
 
Have a look at the results at 
www.aardehuis.nl 

Knowing when to put on these 
glases is a quality of all of the 
Transition movement, by the way. 


